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FÜGE Production

Mihály Schwechtje: The Legacy
opened: 2019 
in Hungarian with simultaneous English translation (90’)

28 November 2019, 5pm 
Jurányi Incubator House

‘The story of Legacy takes place in a region that has a large number of Roma 
citizens. Also, it is considered to be a region that is lacking in vision. After 
his mother’s death, the young paediatrician returns home to manage the 
inheritance. But he is confronted with the fact that, in addition to his feelings 
for his late mother, he also has to deal with the heritage of the Hungarian 
countryside that awaits to be healed. This performance is the first stage 
work of the young film director, Mihály Schwechtje. In accord with his 
films, he is both the author and director of the show. This rarely happens 
in Hungarian theatre. The story, which Schwechtje has used before when 
making a short film, is based on true events. Quoting the performance’s 
dramaturge ‘The play warns readers and viewers that the common story of 
Hungarian Gypsies and non-Gypsy Hungarians is distorted by the narratives 
of victim blaming and shifting responsibility. Thirty years of freedom has 
not been enough to conceive new forms of cohabitation.’ The tragic story 
of the play tells us about how the Hungarian Roma population is forced to 
sell their children en masse in an area of Hungary, which is most affected by 
unemployment. The performance dances on the razor’s edge. The creators 
have decided to tell this shocking story at a time, when, in Hungary, the 
governing party is urging the reckoning of political correctness. This is the 
same party that has been inciting society to rebel against refugees and 
various minorities.’ Noémi HERCZOG, curator

CREDITS

Performed by Júlia MENTES/Katalin GERGELY, Gusztáv MOLNÁR, 
Csaba POLGÁR, Bertalan KADÉT, Katalin SZELES/Abigél DÖMÖTÖR  
 
Dramaturg: Gábor NÉMETH 
Costume and Design: Mária TORMA  
Lights and sound: József NAGY, Ádám LANGÓ  
Production assistant: Katinka BORDÁS  
Production manager: Dóra GULYÁS, Genovéva PETROVITS 
Directed by Mihály SCHWECHTJE

Mihály Schwechtje is mainly known as a filmmaker. His short films and 
his first feature film have received several awards. Thanks to his own the-
atre piece, which was premiered in the Jurányi House in February 2019, 
he is now also ranked amongst the contemporary theater auteurs. In his 
plays Schwechtje is treating contemporary social problems. His charac-
ters are mainly victims of modern society. His first own theater play, The 
Legacy, has been critically acclaimed. After this success, Schwechtje has 
been invited to the prestigious Radnóti Theater to direct another one of 
his own plays.

BASIC TECHNICAL INFO
stage: medium
travelling crew: 10
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National Cultural Fund, FÜGE Production


